‘The Solar Year in Review 

For the Mid-Atlantic Region’

Prepared by the Philadelphia Regional Office

I. Activities, Advances & Accomplishments of Note

· General Comments

Generally speaking, 2002 was a very good year with respect to the progress of solar energy within the Mid-Atlantic region.  Having solar net metering standards on the books in all but one state within the region, and with healthy solar grant/rebate programs in DE, NJ & PA, the 7 Mid-Atlantic Million Solar Roofs (MSR) Partnerships have good reason to be excited!  From region-wide public education and awareness campaigns, to localized training for solar systems installers, the Mid-Atlantic MSR Partnerships are actively building a sustainable solar industry for today, tomorrow and beyond.  

In mid-2002, the Philadelphia Regional Office welcomed the latest partnership, the State of Delaware, into the Million Solar Roofs family.  The Delaware Partnership overcame significant adversity during its formation, and this was recognized at last years’ annual MSR/IREC meeting by being the first recipient of the Million Solar Roofs ‘Gauntlet Award’.     Also making (solar) waves in 2002 was the expansion of the AstroPower/Home Depot partnership for retailing turnkey, residential solar PV systems into select Home Depot stores in Delaware.  Additionally, this past June saw the dedication of the third solar PV installation for John & Johnson Co. at their Ortho-McNeil facility in Spring House, PA, harkening a trend towards large commercial solar projects within the region. 

Mid-Atlantic solar energy advocates had further reason to cheer last fall when 3 of the region’s prominent universities placed in the top 5 in overall standings for the Solar Decathlon competition held on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. With 14 university teams competing to design, build, and operate the most effective and efficient solar‑powered house, the University of Virginia team captured second place overall across all 10 of the Solar Decathlon contests.  Other Mid-Atlantic university placements in the competition included: University of Maryland (4th place); Virginia Polytechnic Institute (5th place); University of Delaware (10th place); and Carnegie Mellon University (12th place.)

· Regional Peer-to-Peer Exchange(s)

Held on September 24-25, 2002, the first annual Mid Atlantic Peer-to-Peer Workshop provided a forum for the 7 Mid Atlantic Million Solar Roofs (MSR) Partnerships to network and to transfer best practices.  Over 20 representatives from the Region’s MSR Partnerships, the National Laboratories and affiliated organizations attended this inaugural, regional peer exchange.  Ellen Lutz, the Philadelphia Regional Office Director, provided opening remarks, and workshop sessions included partnership updates and presentations on the following topics:  certifying solar installers; marketing partnership activities; leveraging resources from the National Renewable Energy Laboratory; solar energy in schools, and trends in the regional residential new construction market.  The Interstate Renewable Energy Council was instrumental in helping to organize this 1 ½ day event.  

· 2002 MSRI Grants Review

Also in September, 2002, Million Solar Roofs Initiative (MSRI) grants were officially awarded to 3 Mid-Atlantic Partnerships.  Within Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Weatherization Task Force, and the Philadelphia Million Solar Roofs Community Partnership were both awarded MSRI grants.  The State of Delaware also received grant under the State Energy Program’s Special Projects Solicitation.  The 2 Pennsylvania-based MSR Partnerships have utilized the funding to continue to advance their efforts to establish and promote a market for solar energy within the Commonwealth.  The Delaware MSR Partnership, in its inaugural year, has focused on public education and outreach and on removing local barriers to solar energy installations within Delaware.  

· Solar Exchange

Last September, accompanied with little fan-fare, the solar photovoltaic and hot water heating units went online as part of National Parks Service (NPS) Building Maintenance Project at the White House.  Installed on an NPS maintenance building within the White House grounds, the photovoltaic array is designed to generate approximately 8.5 KW at peak efficiency, and that the thermal array provides hot water for domestic water use in the lunch room and restrooms within the building.  While the choice of venue certainly provides a popular showcase for solar, it’s important to note that this project is but one of many solar installations at National Park Service sites across the country.
II. Looking Towards the Horizon

· General Comments

In the coming year, some potential solar advances within the region may include:

· Modifications to the Delaware Renewable Rebate Program
· Continuation of the trend towards large commercial solar PV installations, particularly within the pharmaceutical sector
· The entry of the AstroPower-Home Depot partnership for residential solar PV into southeastern Pennsylvania
· An increased adoption of solar thermal and solar PV by prominent new residential construction developers  
· Focus Areas & Key Challenges

With respect to solar energy challenges for the region in the coming year, the following are likely to be key areas of focus:

· Continued education and outreach to Mid-Atlantic consumers on the benefits and need for solar energy technologies.

· Review of existing state-level solar & renewable energy rebate programs in light of consumer demand & needs

· The passage of legislation to utilize existing Mid-Atlantic public benefits funds to incentive solar adoption within the region

· The passage of legislation to effect net metering and interconnection standards throughout the region.

· Upcoming Events

2003 Mid-Atlantic Peer-to-peer Workshop: August 12-13, 2003, at the Conference Center at the Maritime Institute, Baltimore, MD (www.ccmit.org)

III. Million Solar Roofs Regional Coordinator Contact Information

Stephen Miller / Susan Guard

U.S. Department of Energy, Philadelphia Regional Office

The Wanamaker Building

100 Penn Square East, Suite 890

Philadelphia, PA 19107-3396

Phone: (215)656-6961/6965

Fax: (215)656-6981

Email: Stephen.miller@ee.doe.gov / Susan.guard@ee.doe.gov
http://www.eere.energy.gov/pro/

