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Current Communities Programs in the Mid-Atlantic Region

(updated November 2003)

· Commonwealth of Virginia, Dept. of Mines, Minerals & Energy: Building Community Energy Initiatives in Arlington, VA.  The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals & Energy (DMME) will partner with Arlington County, VA to support the County Energy Manager to conduct energy efficiency & renewable energy projects within the County, and aimed at both the residential and commercial sectors.  Arlington County, the 26-square mile urban community near Washington, DC, has distinguished itself as a vanguard in energy efficiency (i.e.: through County purchases of hybrid-electric vehicles and their use of B20 biodiesel in heavy equipment), and in environmental stewardship (i.e.: through receiving the first national U.S. EPA award for “Overall Smart Growth” in 2002.)  With an Energy Manager already in place, the financial assistance provided by this cooperative agreement will support Arlington County energy staff in their development and implementation of a host of energy community programs as part of a broad, Arlington community-based energy initiative, including:

	Commercial Sector Initiatives
	Residential Sector Initiatives

	*  Increasing the awareness & adoption of energy-efficient and renewable energy building & operating technologies.
	*  Catalyzing County residents’ knowledge of and access to energy-efficient products, appliances & vehicles.

	* Documenting and promoting County businesses that have successfully engineered energy efficiency into their properties.
	*  Development of a green homes program to stimulate and celebrate environmentally-preferable building practices.

	*  Implementing and promoting the results of motor replacements in County facilities & equipment.
	*  Bulk purchase change-out with high-efficient refrigerators for affordable housing properties.

	*  Creation of an energy-efficient demonstration center, featuring energy-efficient lighting, motors, drives and other equipment.
	*  Development and continued support of a robust buildings performance industry within the County.

	*  Increased purchase of green power by the County and related promotion and encouragement of like purchases by commercial, institutional & residential customers in the County as well.


· West Virginia Development Office: EcoDwell & the Charleston Renaissance Corporation, Inc.  The West Virginia Development Office will partner with the Charleston Renaissance Corporation, Inc. (CRC) to improve the overall energy performance of homes within the Kanawha Valley, and eventually, throughout the state.  With the CRC taking on the role of ‘energy champion’ within greater Charleston, they will look to utilize energy initiatives as part of a larger effort to “initiate, catalyze and implement programs and activities for the promotion of economic development and the enhancement of the quality of life in the city of Charleston.”  

More specifically, the proposed ‘EcoDwell’ Project will look to look to educate and inform the Charleston population about the benefits of building energy-efficient, green housing, with a long-term goal of encouraging other communities throughout West Virginia to adopt this philosophy into their respective housing development programs.  Leading the charge on energy initiatives within greater Charleston, the CRC will look to secure funding from a variety of state and local sources, including:  the Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh, Neighborhood Investment Tax Credits, and other local private donations.  Additionally, the CRC intends to work with area home building associations, contractors associations, realtors, the AIA and suppliers to establish an organization in WV similar to Colorado’s “Built Green”, to continue to champion the building of energy-efficient, (market-rate & affordable) housing within the community & state.

· Maryland Energy Administration: Phase III Deliverables for Sustainable Maryland Communities.  The Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) will partner with the Center for Chesapeake Communities (CCC) to develop and distribute follow-up materials to their current cooperative agreement.  The proposed deliverable will serve as an energy action resource guide for local communities, and will be based on the results of the MEA’s work with Maryland municipalities under the current cooperative agreement. Specifically the proposed deliverable would take the form of a Community Energy Planning & Action Guide Book.  This booklet would highlight the energy issues identified during the focus group and roundtable discussions with Maryland communities, and encourage local governments to make a Choice for their Energy Future. It would mention technical assistance and potential funding resources, inclusive of those offered through EERE. In addition, the booklet would contain a number (roughly a dozen) of brief case studies on what MD local governments are doing to address the energy challenge, and describe how a local official can initiate an energy policy.  In addition, this document would also serve as a template for creating similar energy action resource guides for communities outside of Maryland (both those within and outside of the Mid-Atlantic region.)   




· Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection:  Providing Energy Efficiency Services for Pittsburgh’s Elderly and Disabled.  This cooperative agreement, with the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, is focused on providing energy assistance to select neighborhoods and homes in greater Pittsburgh. The focus of this effort, working through the Pennsylvania Department of Aging and AARP, is to identify elderly and needy households in Pittsburgh, schedule and conduct home energy audits, and repair & weatherize those homes.  Leveraged funds for this effort are provided by:  Equitable Gas, Columbia Gas, and the Federal Home Loan Bank Affordable Housing Program.   

