
SECTION 02938PRIVATE 


SODDING

[Designer Note:  This specification will vary according to the individual state’s requirements.  The following is an example of the Tennessee Department of Transportation guidelines and shall be modified according to the individual state’s department of transportation standards.]

PART 1 
GENERAL

1.01
SECTION INCLUDES:  Installation of sod and fertilization of subsoil.

1.02
QUALITY ASSURANCE


A.
Sod Producer:  Manufacturer specializing in sod production and harvesting with minimum 5 years' experience and certified by the state.


B.
Sod:  Minimum age of 18 months with root development that will support its own weight, without tearing, when suspended vertically by holding upper two corners.

1.03
REFERENCES


A.
ASPA:  Guideline Specifications to Sodding.


B.
TDOT, Bureau of Highways "Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction," March 1, 1995.  

1.04
SUBMITTALS


A.
Submit sod certification for grass species and manufacturer of sod for information. 

1.05
DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING


A.
Deliver sod on pallets.  Protect exposed roots from dehydration.


B.
Do not deliver more sod than can be laid within 24 hours.
  

PART 2 
PRODUCTS

2.01
MATERIALS


A.
Sod 



1.
Sod shall conform to requirements of TDOT Specification, Subsection 803.02, Sod.



2.
Machine cut sod and load on pallets in accordance with ASPA guidelines.  



3.
Cleanly cut sod in strips having a reasonably uniform thickness of not less than 2 1/2 inches, reasonably uniform width of not less than 8 inches, and length of not less than 12 inches.


B.
Topsoil 



1.
Topsoil in accordance with Section 02200, Earthwork.


C.
Fertilizer



1.
Fertilizer shall conform to requirements of TDOT Specification, Subsection 918.15, and shall be Grade 10‑10‑10 or 1‑1‑1 formula.


D.
Water 



1.
Clean, fresh, and free of substances or matter that could inhibit vigorous growth of grass.


E.
Accessories



1.
Wood Pegs:  Softwood; sufficient size and length to ensure anchor​age of sod on slope.



2.
Wire Mesh:  Interwoven hexagonal metal wire mesh of 2 inches size.



3.
Edging:  Galvanized steel.

PART 3 
EXECUTION

3.01
PREPARATION  


A.
Place topsoil in accordance with Section 02200, Earthwork. 


B.
Fertilizing



1.
Apply fertilizer at a rate of 12 lb/1000 ft2.  



2.
Apply after smooth raking of topsoil and prior to installation of sod.



3.
Apply fertilizer no more than 48 hours before laying sod.



4.
Mix thoroughly into upper 2 inches of topsoil.



5.
Lightly water to aid dissipation of fertilizer.

3.02
INSTALLATION/APPLICATION/ERECTION


A.
Moisten prepared surface immediately prior to laying sod.


B.
Lay sod within 24 hours after delivering to site to prevent deterioration.


C.
Lay sod tight with no open joints visible, and no overlapping; stagger end joints 12 inches minimum.  Do not stretch or overlap sod pieces.


D.
Lay smooth.  Align with adjoining grass areas.  Place top elevation of sod 1/2 inch below adjoining edging, paving, or curbs.  


E.
On slopes exceeding 2 horizontal to 1 vertical, lay sod perpen​dicular to slope and secure every row with wooden pegs at maximum 2 feet on center.  Drive pegs flush with soil portion of sod.


F.
Prior to placing sod, on slopes exceeding 1.5 horizontal to 1 vertical or where indicated, place wire mesh over topsoil.  Securely anchor in place with wood pegs sunk firmly into ground.
 


G.
Water sodded areas immediately after installation.  Saturate sod to 3 inches of soil.


H.
After sod and soil have dried, roll sodded areas to ensure good bond between sod and soil and to remove minor depressions and ir​regularities. 


I.
Maintenance



1.
Water to prevent grass and soil from drying out.



2.
Immediately replace sod to areas that show deterioration or bare spots. 


END OF SECTION
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